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Traumatic Cardiac Arrest
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• Any respiratory effort
• Spontaneous movement
• Pupillary reactivity
• Organized ECG activity
• Cardiac movement on US

 Stop Resuscitation

 Stop Resuscitation
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No Yes

No Yes
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‘A’ ‐ Intubate
‘B’ ‐ Bilateral finger
        thoracostomies
‘C’ ‐ IV/IO/Central Line +/‐
        femoral arterial line
‘C’ ‐ Balanced blood productsDamage Control

Resuscitation

STOP CPR

Consider ED
Thoracotomy

Definitive
Treatment

Consider ED thoracotomy for 
penetrating injury to cardiac box if 
within 15 min of cardiac arrest


